N
U
»

CONT®NT& - 0CTOBER, 1

Skippert's Sorawl Fage
Treop Summer Conp, 1958 :

3 . - - . -
Seowtine o Bas

fin!

31.3.58

)
>
It
[

O o~ o

.Cs Gnodger
Kingston.




SKIPPER'S SCRAWL

I have to start on a very sad note as, since our last issue, three very
great friends of the "Leander" Group have died. MNrs. Margaret Davies (wife of
our former member, Rex), Mrs. Buer, wife of Mr, "Bill" Buer and mother of Morrie, and
nore recently still, Mrs. Butcher , wife of Mr. Arthur Butcher of New lMalden and
mother of Peter, David and Arthur. We offer mur sincere sympathy to their families.
% 5 E3

Our records show that the Znd Kingston Scout Troop, from which the "Leander"
Group has evolved, was registered by the Boy Scouts Association on 9th April, 1909 -
when registration first commenced. We know, however, that the Troop had been in
existence fur some time prior to this date but there are no documentary records. It
w.s, therefore, decided to wait until next April before celebrating the Group's
Golden Jubilee. A committee will shortly be set up to arrange a programme of
"estivities" to mark the occasion and, in the meantime, I shall welcome any sugges-
tions as to what might be included.

* ¥ *

For many years the pages of the "Water Rat" have reccrded all mamner of
activities underteken by the various sections of the Group, and this issue is no
exception, These reports, however, can only touch the fringe of the programme
which is carried on continuously by the steadfast efforts of the Scouters of each
Section. The enthusiasm of the Cubs, Scouts, Senior Scouts and Rovers bears
testimwny to the quality of these efforts and we all owe a great debt to those who
spend so much of their time at the Group's Headquarters in the boys' interest. We
can do a great deal to encourage them by seeing that they have the necessary equipment
and that it and the premises are maintained in satisfactory condition. This requires
money. Let us do all that we can to make our 1958 bazaar a tremendous financial
success and thus ensure that succeeding issues of the "Water Rat"will continue te
record enjoyable adventures and werthwhile achievements.
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The Troop Annual Summer Camp was held at Waldringfield, Suffolk, this year.
Owing to the number of Scouts goinz and amount of the gear we were taking a Ffew of the
younger Seouts with Wuff in charge went by train. The rest of us went by lorry; we
left Kingston ot 7.50 a.mn. and atter an uneventful journey arrived at Waldringfield at
12.30 a.m,

On arrival we were surprised to find the 1st Hertford Sca Scouts were already
in camp in the field we usually have., Ve were assurad that they were noving out on
the Monday. So for the first twe days we formed two patrols and did our cooking on
primus stoves. By Tuesday afternoon each patrol had made its own campsite and the
Troop was down to a normal routine. During the first week we had fine weather and
several patrol expeditions were made to Ipswich and Felixstowe and also up river to
Woodbridge. On Wednesday "Sandling" arrived and the next day Hye, Chris, Pluto and
Paddy went for « s2il in her down river; in the capablec hands of Ted and Bob we went
aground. On arrival back at cemp we discovered that Skipper and lrs. Ebbage had ar-
rived and we were very pleased to have their company. lost days the mob went swimning
and occasionally when the tide was out we bathed in the high quality mud which is a
well known fecture of the Waldringfield Camp Site and has been the scene of many
"Leander" mud fights.

Due to the lack of support the parents' coach did not run as usual and the
only parents who visited us were Mr. ond Mrs. Doy who were accompanied by their
daughter and her husband. They found the frail young son safe and welll There was
a certain amount of moving around over the week-end; Steve went home for his holiday
in France and Clive came home from France for his camp. We were interested to receive
s card from Steve later in the week. During the week-end we were almost overwhelmed
by Scouters as Akela, Bagheera, Yank, like, Bumble and his wife Barbara, all visited us.
"Peasey " came down from the wilds of' Scotland with a colour film to search for rainbows.
The weather changed during the second week and the ground became very unsafe and
waterlogged. The "Ajax" trocp were camping nearby snd with them we went to look over
Felixstowe Airpurt and R.A.¥.Station. We saw some very interesting equipment including
a helicopter (which 2 K.aA.F. mechanic is probably still trying to put together again)
(contd. on Page 11)




SCOUTING IN THE WIDDLE EAST.

When I left the "Leander" Pack I went first to Egypt and joined the Pack
of the 15th Cairo group at Abu Sueir which was the R.A.F. depot in the Canal Zone.
We had our own headquarters and met on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 1 stayed
there about a year during the course of which we had a Pack holiday at an R.A.F.
camp near the Great Bitter Lake.

We then moved to Cyprus and were stationed at Limassol where I joined
the 51st Cyprus Troop. The Troop had about 12 - 20 scouts all of whose fathers
were service personnel stationed locally. There were continual changes and during
the time I was there we had no less than nine scoutmasterst We had our own head-
quarters and met Friday evenings and on Saturday afternoons. For week-end camps
we used to go to an army camp at Episcopi. Here we were close to the sea and were
eble to go swimming. Nearby wes the R.A.F. sailing club and sometimes we were
able to crew in the club "Fireflies". TFor longer camps we used to go to a perma-
nent camping site at Eagle Falls up in the mountains. This site was also used by
Cypriot and Greek Scouts =nd it was from here we did our First Class journeys., I
was fortunate as I had a month's camp there, two weeks with the 51st and a further
two weeks with a friend of mine who was in the 36th Cyprus, a service Group in
Nicosia.

During the time I was in Cyprus I managed to see most of the larger
tuwns in the island. DNicosia, the capital, has many interesting old buildings
and bazaars and as it lies inland in a basin it gets very warm at times. Kyrenia,
2 small towm on the north coast has a massive ruined castle. Larnaca is on the
sruth coast and has a mosque said to mark the burial place of an aunt of Mohammed.
ot far from the town is & lake which dries up in the summer and from which salt
is collected. Famagusta is another port on the east side and also has good sandy
beaches close to it. There are many pretty places, particularly in the mountain
areas, and the island abounds in interesting 41d buildings many of them built
hundreds of years ago.

STUART SHENNAN (in an interview)



SENICR _TROOP SUMKER CRUISE.
The Crew were Bob Dodge, Bob Shackleton, Ivor Hunt,
artin Webb and Ian Dow.

We left Kingston in "Sandling" on Saturday morning and used the engine on
the journey down to Greenhithe wher: we moorcd alongside the training ship
"Worcester". Here three Guildsmen met us and helpcd us to step the mast. The
next morning we left for Gillingham on the River Medway. We ressed Tilbury Dock
and Gravesend and then came to Shellhaven. The wind was Force L and the water
was getting choppy by this time. We were ongzged in conversation and did not
even notice the water was becoming sandy. "Sandling", however, did notice and
hit the bottom cbout 2 mile off shore. We rowed zn anchor into deep water in the
pram and pulled ourselves off. Ve eventually arrived at Gillinghem in the even-
ing end there found "Sandling's" permanent mooring buoy floating just under the
surface.

Monday morning was spent shopping and we left again at mid-afternoon intending
to go to the mouth of the Medway. However, the wind was so good we decided to
head for Burnham on the other side of tho Thames Estuary. Half Way acreoss we
sighted and nearly captured = large beach ball. When we were about eight miles
from our destination it become dark and Bob Shackleton toek over the navigation,
but his charts were thrown 211 over the cabin by the movement of the boat. Ve
decided to make for Brightlingsea instead of Burnham as the channel to the latter
place is not 1it. We passed through a narrow channel it being necessary to steer
by kecping two buoys astern of us in line. At 3,30 in the morning we arrived
at Brightlingsce (which seemed to pugzle Bob as he was navigating us to Burnham).
We entered the harbour using the lights shown on our chart., We turned in and
when we got up at midday we studied our sourse of +he previous night. We found
we had entered the harbour by navigating on wreck buoys and further cxaminatien
of the chart we had used chowsd it hod been cancelled in 1953.

On Wednesdey we left Brightlingses and headed for the Troop camp site at
Weldringfield. We passed the Cork Lightship =nd entered the Liver Deben, a
tricky proceeding as there is o noving bar of sand across the entrance. There

(contd. on Page 6)
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was D ft. of water over the bar and =5 "Sandling® only draws /4 fi. we were all
right. The next day was spent doing odd repoir jobs and generally cleaning the
boot up., On Friday Bob Ded
They had just storted when Pluto noticed the bottom coming close to "Sandling'". For
once he wa a loss for words, and they went aground. On Saturday we planned to
go to Pin ¥ill on the Rivsr Orwell but as = wind was not favourable we returned
to the Debon for the night. The next day we were oble to make Pin Mill where we
stayed. On the ¥eonday evening we motored round teo Wrabness in the River Stour where
"Ajax™" Sea Scouts from Surbiton were camping. We visited them next morning and as
entered thelr canpsite Brunc cnd Jim Peters locked at us in disgust and walked
ithe other end. Wishing to buy some petrol here we were directed by a roilwny
man to one "Bert" who it appearcd supplied it by syphoning it from his car. Un-
fortunotely on this oceasion the car had run out of petrol itself, We left in the
evening but were too lote to avold the falling tide and had o spend the night on
the mud. Bob Shackleton who was going to Manchester University in the autumn
climbed into the mud ond emused himself mnking mud pies - Britain's hepe for the
future: Ve flozted agein sarly on Wedrnesdny =nd rade for Brizutlingsca. Ve reached
Clacton but with wind and tide zgeinst us wede no progress and while we were
teking in o reef Butlins operated zervoplane trips around us from their holiday camp.
We had to return to Pin Mill where we stoyed all day Thursday owing to near gale
force winds, “We consulted the local bus timetables in caze we hal to lesve "Sand-
ling" there. Something important seemed to happen on Fridzys as thers were three
buses running that doy vherces during other days of the week none operated at all.

-
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By Friday, however, the wind had moderated snd we hended for the River
Blackwater. On the way we poessed a practice bombing range and watched from a

distance. We left "Sandling" rear Maldon and returned home by train after an en-
.j Oy'},b le erulse. TAN DOW
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md two Cub Camps 2t Pelyapes. The first was for
very wzll supported: the weather turned warm and fine and
ting, lying in the sun to recover Trom the meal and play-
< to wnrk up an sppetite for the next one. The hard work
doua by the over-worked Agsistant Scoutmasters, Yank,

FE PAss Nur r”“tkjhl thenks. The camp weuld not have been
possible without the very kind hel s vwhe aseisted in the transporta-
tien and to them alse wo soy "Thank ye c second camp was organised by
Bagheera {or the Sixors ard Seconds again fortune sniled on us and the weather

-

was good. Ir this respect we secn to hove hed o1l the luck this year.

During the summer we
the whole Pack g
we spent the weekend
ing feootball ard roun

and eooking wos, =5 Ud
Sticky and suf'f to whom

The District Swimming Gala won by the Pack sharing honours with the 5th
Kingston Pock, Howeve monaged to win the Relsy Cup all to ourselves and
send some of "Leander'" Cubhs ‘

forward into the County Gela where they nbtained

second plm ¢, Jolly e»>d show, cspeeciclly os this yoar the Cubs taking part were
all fairly young. Nuxt 2 owe ought to brezlc all records.

Rece “DTLV we held o ing ¢ tition vx v hoping that one or two Cubs
would turn out uomv+h¢nb lookir s o 1ittle like 2 cake. To everyone's amazement
practically the entire Pack startod baking and the cakes were far better than the
ones in shep wlnxﬂwa for miles around. In fact such 2 professional assortment
had the poor judges baffled, and 211 ihe ccoks will be getting a certificate for
their nagniflcbnt cfforts.

Work is going ahoad ot the moment for the Bazanr, Cubs making models, waste-
paper baskets, spill holders, kettle holders, ete. We are also leoking forward
to the Hallowe'en Party orn the 30th October and parents are having hecdaches try-
ing to design fency dresses irn time, This year the theme will be Inps and Angels
~ gulte o lot of Tuvs During the winter we esre planning te learn the
art of club-swinging and if hrs any old Indian Clubs the Pack would bhe very
grateful for the lonn of theun.

Badges gained 1 be published in the next "Water Rat™. Several Cubs are half-
vway through tests and, with the winter coming on, there will be a lot mure badge
work being done. AKELA




STATEYEND OF 4CCOUNTS FOR YR HUDED 31st VARG, 1958, £ s 4
SDBS§RIP%;ON“ - Loos 4 v As istion Du‘s 2ol =
Cubs ' 15,10, = Da Interest 4 Cheques 21,16, 3
Scouts ZL,IE, 6 Insurcneccs -

Senior Scoubs 18. 6., 9 Boags p2on, -6
Kovers 23017, 03 Fire 2e HoY
DONATIONS Adr Geor 20 0.5 26.11. 8
Supporters Lssociation 35 =0 = uOC 1 Rates - 23, 4. 8
6d. o Weck 28, 8, - :nt By = =
Others 16,16, 3 Waler Rate 7160 L
ROB & JOB £67.8.5 Klectricity =nd Gns 411,15, 9
Less to Assn_ﬁi 18.9.- IS 5 Meintenance of Premiscs bo ~.10
Use of premioeo L0 - Foat r and Maintenance 10. 7. 5
Surplus on Cazup 19 10 Camp Genr ™ " 15.17. 5
Hire of Boatls & Gear 7 - Ingtruct.Genr & M 15,16, 2
Canoe Storage 3 6 Bozt Registration 215, =
Jurble Sules (2) a3 2 T%nf".ge’s,:','ool‘s & Stationery 21. 3. 3
Bozaar ,), : / 1st Aid Genr _917:111
iihist Drives o 6, 6 Miater Rat", less sales 5413
Catering L1501 Kingstor Youth Cte.3wim. -.10. -
Sale of Pirewood - 7. 5 Competition Expenses 1.12. 6
Christmas Drew 2701, - Hf’T*t Tity & Soclals 7:.70. B
football Couwpetition 2G.,10. -~ Postage and sundries 1.16.11
Trans.to B.P.Guild 10. Be 7

"Sandling" Expenses 45 5. 9

Exoens of Inc,over Exp.

Coonh in Hand & Tonk _ Outet.Loans 1,5.57
‘XCugl Ino.over Expenc, 275,15, °F Cash in Hond & B
o - . -
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ADMIRALTY INSFECTION 41958,

last issue of the "Water Rat" & brief description of the inspection

was given. The following is the Inspecting Officer's Report (which has since been
received) -

The Inspection took place at the Headquarters, Lower Ham Road, Kingston, at
1930, lay 20, 1958, At Thamesis Yacht Club Steps fdmiral Commanding Reserves accom-
panied by Staff Officer Sex Scouts was emberked in & glp manned by a suart crew of
Seniors and pulled the short distance up stream to Leander Steps. The Admiral was
piped ashore and after being greeted by the County Commissioner E.G.Neate, Esq.,and
the Group Scoutmaster E.L.Ebbage, Esq., proceeded to inspect the Scouts, Seniors
and Rovers mustered om the main deck. Patrols were smartly turned out in correct
uniform and bore themselves well on parade. FHowever, the movement of taking two
paces forverd after the sdmiral had passed was not excouted with the precision

expocted, | . . . . . .
an intensive programme of instruction and practical training followed which

included classes in chart work, boat maintenance, P.T., and the Rule of the Road.
The general standard remains of & high order =nd fully demonstrated the ideal of
the Founder as the responsibility for the tultion of each class rested solely on
the shoulders of individual patrol leaders. 4float, pulling instruction took place
in the two gigs and sailing in the other gipz and Y Cadet. The scout salling the
latter gave a most convincing display of capsizing snd drowning and once brought
ashore lay for some moments on o stretcher shivering with teeth chattering. The
presence of the St.John's Ambulance menned by two scouters dressed in brigade
uniferm added colour tec what was an extremely realistic and well executed evolution.
Good progress has been mede with hadge work during the winter months, one
scout having attained his Queen's Scout and two thelr first class badges. One of
the seniors, 2 pupil 2t Kingston Grammar School received news this merning that he
had passed successfully the dirset entry examinaotion into the Britannia Royal Navael
College, Dartmouth. Once again the preograrme fully demonstrated See Scouting at
its best and was consistent with the very high standard maintained by Mr. Ebbage
and his Scouters. Continuance of Admiralty cqualification is rsconmended.
ReCLEHATKIN. Inspecting Officer to the ADMIRAL COMLANDING RESERVES.



10 ZANDOH  JOTTINGS

Durinz the last few vonths several of the Rovers and Senicrs have left Kingston.
Graham Fennell having compicted his course =t the Technical College has jeined his
first ship (MquRixw City) 2s an engineer apprentics =nd is now on his way to Japan
vie the Panama Cenal. All, howsver, o membor of the Scout Movement as he
has uurUled in the Deep Sea Scout Branch., Iver Hunt ard Bob Shackleton have ob-
toined places ot Noettingham 4 Manchester Universitics rospectively and are new
in rugldcncp in those northern cities., "Tacky™ Garrnish hos also gone in the same
direction and is row with British Thomson Housten at Rugby. Xeith Sutherlend has -

m

gone +to Dartmouth. wish 211 succegs in thelr new caruers,
it 3 e
Letters of' commendation from the Chief Scout were recently presented to the i
five "Leander®™ Scouts who rescucd an elderly ’~d“ ”ﬂ‘w the River Thames last April.
The presentations were made e DoTL whe we cnponied by Mr.Cowle, Deputy
County Commissicner and | rintcndcnt @f Dr. Barnado's Home.
5 * *
Congratulations to Paul Adems on winning the Puttock Cup ot the Kingston
District Swinnming Gele held in September, The Cubs znd Seniors both tied for
first place in their respective sections ~nd the Troop took second ploce in the
Scout events. The Gala was very well orsonised by Gordeon Biden, Chairmen of the
"leander" Supporters sssceiation.
b 5 s &
The Fiftieth Anniversary of the Registration of the Group occurs ‘cn 9th April,
1559 - lock out for deunlls of the celebrations to mark this event. '
b [ E3 -
As usual after Suma thers have been a number of changes between Secticns.
R, Beven, R. Doy, J, Ficlder, Godsave, G. Steel and C.Voung have all gone up in
the Senicr T? Op»  From U the follewing have joined the Trcop = h.Bayley,
N.Duffin, R.Peck, G.Sicel Tophar, R. Broadbridge has transferred from the %5th
nesmenot@r Se Sc( 2t Tro




1.

The folleowing arc the present nmembers of the Group Committes - Mesdames Fennell,
Rayrmond and Steel, and dessrs. AC.Bailey, W. Bourne,K.F.Casey, B.4.Cole,K, Coghlen
D.Dcw and R.Rainslev, *ogscther with the Group Scoutmuster and the Chairman and Sec-
retery of the Supporters' agscocisntion and the Chairman and Secretary of the Qld
Szouts! Guild for the time being.

The Trustees of the Group prorgwtr sre P.H.G.Day,i.L.Ebbage,W.Brvine and R.H.lMarrion.

o 3

The Officials of {1he Y"Leander! Dranch of tho O“(
Chairmar, = 1, Maptinen, 91, Belliizld Road,
Tr; surer - G,Goodall, Social Se orpiAl;:— D
5 North Road, Surbiton (Bliibridge 9504,

The 10th World Scout Jamborce is to be held in thu Phillippine Islands in July 1959,
and will be the first such J nborce to take place in Asiae and only the second one
outside Europe. It is hoped to send 2 strong contingent of scouts from the U.K,
Chartered eireraft will be used for the journey and the cost per scout is likely to
be sbout £300. Many districts are planning to reise the nccessary funds.

s e P
The 1953 Kingston District Scout Campirg Competition was won by & "Leander™ patrol
1ed b Cl""‘j s Y f1"l), B % B

TROOP SUMMER Ca ~58, (contd. from page 3)

and a non-water-cooled ack-ack gun, The afternoon was spent wrecking the leecal flun

fair with the help of "Ajax". Ve spent most of I'riday packing up and eventually
arrived back in Xingston at 1*00 hrs. on Saturday in pl%EDgﬁr tec at the Skiff Club.

TESTS PaSSED
iCY BADGES )

FEIeE -z Rescuer
LﬂbUlunCp - 1. Dow. Swinmer - D.Dove,C.Hunt,

P. Adanms
Venturvr )

FIRST CLLASS - C.Carr, D.Huckson, I.Coghlun, (all tests com plcted) G.Phillips (1).
s COND CLASS - M Dye,r (2),6.Hockhan (2),K.Maund (3),4.Palner (4),F.Taylor (completed)
TEIDERFOOT ~ N.,Duffin (,), A.Guy (2), G.Steel (2)




OUTWARD DBOUND COURSE .

This is on ncoount of the four week course which I attended ot the Outward
Bound Seo Iraining Centre at dbwrdevey in Nerth Wales during July last. On arrival
at the railway station we were divided inte watches ani then taken by Land Rcver
to the Outward Bound Headquarters which is o large hcuﬁp standing in its own
grounds a little woy cutside lberdovey. Here we each hod o medical exnamination,
drew our kit, bedding cte. and then settled inte our quarters which censisted of
huts for each bch,ln Jhe srounds . Then fcllowed o~ gereral talk sbout the
ccurse and what we should bve doing.

S

Things started in earncst next merning when we were called ot 6,30 a.m. and
very cold shower provided straight from mountain stream viater. Each watch

keep its hut clean ard ‘A addition had to act pericdiecally as duty watch.

breakfast, ths norning wos spent meinly in athletics and we were each given

2 standard which we had to atdain during the ccourse. Further sessions followed
in the afternoon and were varied from time to tice with terestry work, boatwork
and sailing. We also had the use of the old Barmouth Lifebezt and had a course of
lifebcat drill. On other deys we had mounteinesring instruction followed by prac-
tical work in the mountains which surrcund aberdovey. Evenings were devoted to
discussions and lecturcs.

ey

About half-way throug
The expedition wos led by

1 the course c;ck wateh went ¢n a four day expedition,
vinteh coptain (I found that the ca 2ptain of my wateh
was o Ecouter) and was accompanicd by crne of the Outwerd Bound Instructors. The
latter, however, was there culy ns an observer and in the event of an energency
arising. Iirst we went by trairn to 4 szall station up the River Dovey. From there
we hiked up the mountoins some miles until we were enveloped in ecloud. e even=
tually reached n log cabin built by the Porestry Cormission for the Outward Bound
Trust in reccenition of the assistance given by those on courses in forestry work.
There we spent the night., The next doy “he weather was not very good, we did some
Terestry work ond scme clif® elimbing., The third day we continued the hike through
mountaineus ccuntry and that night slept cut in the woods - it being one of the
rules of the expedition that . night shall be spent in thce open without tents
whatever the ner; trust us to pick o gocd wet night for it! On the fourth
day we returned {c Aberdovey. Unfortunately as T had injured my shoulder I was
unable to go oon the < ther expedition which o erulse in the koteh attached 4o
the contrs. s Ludi HOGEEAY (3n o dntorview)
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