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LDITORIAL

It seems-to be fashionable at the present time to talk of the future,
what with the advent of the "Advance Party Rkeport' and the general
desire by all anc sundry to be “with itii. Skipper refers to the fornmer
in his “Scrawl’ on page 3, and to anyoune who i interested in Scouting
anc¢ has not read this report, I would say: ‘‘Get hold of a cop, and read
it; there is a lot of interesting new ideas and material to provole
thought in it", The Cubs secm to have been doing a jood deal of tizet-
ting with it¥ recently: there is an account ol one of their special
Pack meetin;s on page 4. I know this i= only one of varied «nd exciting
activities recently, and I wish I conlc have inclded it in Fuller detail,

but notwithstanding the wrath of Cubmasters, space has to be rationed.

The Seniorc also (or should onc nov call them Venture Scouts?) have boen
undergoin; some tchanges in organisation and programme, and it is encoure
aging to see their greatly incrcased numbers (even incluiing one stow-
awey from a Worcester Pari Group!). Their report apnears on page 10.
This also includes a very well drawn cartoon by Pat Newmarch, who must
also ‘talke responsibility for the frountispiece dcpicting the Fnew loolk'
for a Sea Scout and Venture Sea Scout: I don't thinl: we've got any as
handsonc as that!

Whil=t Tookin; forward to the new, it is wrong, thouph easy, to lose
sight of the old. Thic CGroup is founded on a wealth of tradition which
it would be unpardonable to lose in our efforts to revitalise. Although
there is obviously some which is decadent ané has no place in a forward
locking Group, .nothing must be discarded without an investigation of its
value in order to prevent future regret. There is little that seems
more out of daté and redundant than Garden Fete or a Dazaar, but the
fact remains that until some replacement fund raiser can be found, the
Group.could not possibly exist in anything lile its present form without
functions of this sort. 4 turnover of 5800 2lone iz not provided by
subs aleonc, as those who read the accounts in the last issue can see.

So it is wholeheartedly that I endorse kr Crump’s comients on npaze 8,
witi the prospect of Scouting becoming even more expensive in the future.




SEIPPER'S SCRAWL 3.

e
held in recoznition of this and, for such an izportzat oc \sion, the
-uest of the evenin." w.e . rs. Lillest w20, o Ay suiestion, founced
th~ Faclk anl was its first Cubmaster. I was very plemsvh o be present
a8 wrs, ldillest nov lives in Yorlshire and it is many ycars since we
ast met. Also nresent were ey salcomb, Tran®: iiden, and rhil Day,
who werc auony the first six boys to join the Pacz, to_ether with liss
wary warion and “Iilly liyers, who rere both éssiutant Cubncczters over
irty years agzo. We saw sone pnaot copraphs tellen in the very ecrly ¢ cays
of the Pack, and we all azreed that Cubs lood;; Just tac same jolly
chaps tuach & now. :

In the last issue I ref:rred to the fact that the Teanderi Cud Pack
was one of thcr Tirst to be sul: .o -then the Wwoll Cub Sranch vas added to
the Scout Moveient, On Thurscay, 30 Juane o cnecial Pacl: L tin, wes

c -

13
a
Th

s cvent oi last wonth was the lon: awaited pPublication of the
weport of the Chicl Scout's “Advance Party#, This contcine many
recomiencations for changes in training, or.anisation, anl uwaifoym for
all membere of the i.ov i

The bi;

ment. These are inteanded to izecn us vy to date
writh the jreat chan,ces oin. on arouad uc anc, when izplemaated, should
grpable Scouting to continuc to play the iuportant leadin: rolz in the
world which i3t hhh egteblished during the fifty-eijht yuar_ iince its
foundation. The dcouters of the “Leander' Group have critically .
¢uamined all our activitics in the 1li_ht of the report, end f£iad that
in our casc there are porhaps fower fundamental chauges of rogramme
to be made than with nany other Groups. Hevortnel-os, theire are raany
things which hove to be altered, souc innediately z=nd some spread over
the next three ycarn., The importart thing is to sec that our verious
activitie: do not suffer during the process, and that we tal:e thesec
chanjes in our ctride. Cur slo_an for the ivnodiate future suet be:

; S50 A0 UsUAL JULTHE ALTURADCTIUIISH,

(Tormal service will be resumsd oa page 12+.ce00 s




FIPTY YEAQS - PAST AND FUTURE

Half-a-~-Ton-Up, Half-a-Yon-Uzn,

Half-a=-Ton-Up boys are we ! N :
For it's fifty, yes it's fifty, (P
~ ety Fifty years age, you see, e
/ That Cubbing first began (/. (29
:5 In nineteen sixteen, A
An’ ever since then
.~§ Wolf Cubbing has been
v A wow, and now -
'W“‘i It's our Golden Jubilee.

L i/ (;0

The chorus of the Jubilee sony sets the scene for two most important
dates the Pack had in June:

June 4th -~ %Journey through Space® .
Great physical fitness is required, you astronautical lot, so up, two,
three, four, and follow ny leacder through an "assault and battery' course
laid and led by two fit types in the grounds next door." Four enormous
time-machine cases, together with bamboo, sisal, inner tubes, Selotape, wire,
piping, string, pins, and crepe/brown/news-paper are nade by the Sixes into
something the Daleks can really get their teeth into, g
Hlecharge batteries and store food capsules - tea to you - then having
plotted our course and sung sore ye olde worlde 1966 camp-iire songs to the
natives, we realise we're back in H.Q. to listen to messages from other
nations, Lord Baden Powell, anéd the Chiel Scout, Sir Charles iiaclean.



June >0th

clzipper must have been very proud and happy to have the privilege of meet-
ing once again Leander's first Cubmaster, IMrs Millest, as indeed we all were.
Anecdotes came thicl and fast while watching slides of the 19138 Pack: Do
you remember when Fred churned his drink of milk to butter?", or, Do you rec-
nember when we treokled to Polyapes?’ - none of this "Shove the gear in the
boot, Dad" for them ! Several of her original Cubs shared in the reminisc-
ing. 'Do you remember Repy knittiny a pair of socks? Oh, and us camping in a
punt up river andé losing S5id?% Honestly, her Cubs looked just like ours,
and yet it was nearly fifty years ago.

Thank you very much, Mrs Millest, for jiving us this wonderful glimpse of
the past which will inspire us to zo forward to the future.

RIKNT

SIA=DAY

Having left H.G, at 3 a.m., liye, threce of the Seniors, and I arrived in
Portsmouth at about 10 a.m., and boarded our ship for the day, H.M.5. Lowes-
toft, At 11 a.m. all four ships of the 24 convoy group: H.i:.5. Rhyl and
Lowestoft (anti-submarine frigates), with I.1i.S. Dainty and sefender (Diring
class destroyers) left harbour in a steady driszzle to join H,.I.S., Tiger, as
it was the 24th's job to protect the cruiser.

After firing a few parachute flares and spraying the sea with automatic
rifle fire, we rcfuelled at sea off 'Tiger'., Aiter lunch, Sea Vixens were
shot at with the Bofors of all five ships, then they fired rockets at a tar-
set towed by "Tiger'. Buccancers dropped their bvombs, then the aircraft
went through their paces and returned to H.l.5, Hermes.

.e met up with the submarine "Opossum’ which submerged and showed all its
periscopes and radio masts. As it surfaced and lcit us, two i/essex heclicop-
ters showed us their sonar worlmin; asainst "subs’. Then the convoy fired
their 4.5 mm zuns, Rhyl" and "Lowestoft? finally firin; come of their anti-
sutmarine hombs. We then returncd to Portsmouth after a good day.

BRIAN LUYSHON



TROCP RAVINGS

“he Chatham Sea Scout lLeet at whitsun started oii on the Saturcay vith a
load ofi cereaming Noy scouts leapin;, about in the vaci: of a lorry, and half
a domen Sea sangers tryins to get over the shock of it all:

Jhen we arrived we unloaded the gear and carried it across the field to
set up carp next to the Seniors who hed arrived with 'a gige After pitching
the tents and layin; out our canpsites we ate lunch. It was an uneventiul
afternocn as the firefishting display had becn cancelled.

Jn Sdunday morning people were up at 7 a.i. cooking tae breal:fast! The
day was started off with a Scouts’ (and Sea Rangers') Oun round the flagpole.
Uetails were them jiven out of the activities that coula be nursued during
the afternoon. These included: swimmin_, .22 shooting, doclkyard trips, and
a Leat trip. .

On hLionday morning, tie wakin; up wesn't quite Tac same: no-on: was up
until 7.50 a.m., and then only a minority. .wuring the morning we ¢id some
more swimmin_ and sailing, and the campeites were slowly diunmantled, so that
wien the lorry came cveryone uas ready to go.

The Camping Compettion this year was jud ed by an olc Kingeton Scout, now
living; in Walsall. ZLeander entered four Fatrols for this competition, and
slthou h these didn’t achieve Leanderfs usual hijh standard, a _ood standard
was achisved. 1st Tingston Hill Patrols came 1st and 2nd, Leander's leavers
and Storls came 1d and 4th, and the rest of the Troop were ranenticnable!

The weelens ctarted off with & bang Ly cveryone gettiny their tea half an
hour to an hour late. The caupiire in the evening led by or kaund¢ the A..0.T.
<a which all the Patruls did a stuvnt was rather amusing.

On #unday morning the brealfas’ was on time, an” the Hcouts' Own was taen
chile the judger inspected each Patrelfs site.

It was very hot all the wecliznd, anc although the results werean't uy to
standard, a jood time was had by all.

ANDY HULITE.L.




THE ADHTRATAY TUSPUCTION

The Inspection took place at Headquart:rs on Friday 24th June The
Inspecting Officer, Lieutenant Commander vhiffen, arrived at 1 )O and was
met by the Scoutmaster. He inspected the Urcup ir' the liain Deck, talking to
a number of the boys and the Scouters. Accompanying him were the A.C.C.
(3ea Scouts), the Dorough Comumissione¢r, the D.C., and the A.D.C. (Rovers).

From the Chartroom, the Inspecting Officer watched some of the younger
umenbers of the Troop practising “circuits and bumps® in the dinghies, and
later he remarked how muclh improvement he had noticed in the short time he
had been watching. In the yorkshop and the Cffice the Seniors were over-
hauling the rigging of one of the fibreglass ;igs, and plannin; a trip to
Havengore Creek for the Summer.

Lt. Commander Whiffen then returned to the river where two Patrols were
competing in a relay race in twec dinghies. The other Patrols were swimming
and llPesav1ng, Wh¢lut the Seniors were preparing to sail to dinghies and
row a gig.

At this point a group of yobs approached in a skiff, and whilst playing
the fool ome girl fell in. Senior Sccut Richard Andrews sped to the rescue
in his dinghy, smartly lovered the mainsail, and his crew dived in and swan
back to the boat with the zirl, She was efificiently brought ashore, and
speedily reuoved by a St John's ambulance which miraculoucly anpeared with
siren screaming and li;ht flashing. The yobs looked remarlkably lilie Heith
and Daisy, and the girl could have been mistaken for Zeith's fiancee,
Bilary.

After the excitement was over, the Inspecting Officer watched the P.,L.'s
instructing their Patrols, and then he went to see Sandling's engine being
lowered in, and out, and in again by the Rover Crecw.

e then told the assembled Group that he was very pleased with the even-
ing's entertainment, and that he had no hesitation in recommending our
continuance as an Admiralty Qualificd Unit. Deforc mecting the Scouters
over coffee, he presented idover Chris iercer with the Duke of Edinburgh Gold
Award. v MAC
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PARSNTS ' COQNER

Since the last "Water Rat” we have had a number of meetings devoted to
two main efforts: a Social evening at the Tudor Hall on 29th April com-
bined with the A.G.lM., and the Summer Fete on the 13th June.

After a slow start the Social soorn rot into a bit of a swing and was en-
joyed by all concerned., The A.G.M, section was neatly combined with the
refreshment breal, and under the influence of the tasty snacks organised by
lirs Devan there was no delay in clearing formal matters and proceeding with
the informal under the able guidance of Jack Andrews, In fact, the official
business passed so snoothly that soue may have missed the inmportant fact
that the Leander over draft had been decently laid %o rest, duc mainly to a
well directed blow from the financial results of the catering side of the
National Sea Scout lRegatta !

The Fete is still recent history, and it is still too early to assess our
crrors of commission and omission, The profit of just over 3100 is rather
lezss than last yecar but nevertheless a substantial boost to Group Funds.
Although more helpers were, as always, required, what was really nceded was
a foolproof and inexpensive attraction to draw in the spending public. Any
ideas for next year? Two special menticns must be nade: One to Scout Kia
.“lliamson, who sold nearly &8 worth of programmes before the event; another
to Paul Duffin who turncd out a*t a moment's notice to drive Lcander's very
reluctant van and so enable us to erect the stalls in good time.

Of past cvents, one further word of thanks - to lirs Hunter for a pleasant
‘'al fresco' coffee evening which she carefully arranged to coincide with
onc of the hottest days of the Summer. (?)

The Parents' Association's future programme includes another Social to be
ield on Friday 23rd Scptember, the National Sea Scout Regatta on 1st/2nd
October, and the Bazaar at the Tudor Hall on 19th Novenber. The success of
these events could mecan a further 2300 or more to Group funds. ilay we rely
on your voluntary support?

e v JACK CRUNP



S.HaS, VICTCR

Once again I have been commanded by Mitt to write about the comings and
goings of the Sea Rangers, trouble is there hasn't been many apart from our
Coffee Meetings every Mondey Eveninge

Some of the girls went on Canoeing and Sailing courses at Ham Base and
also helped with their Open Day, they thoroughly enjoyed themselves (mce boys
down there).

On the evening of Jonday, 18th July a great expedition was made from H.Q.
to Teddington Tock for a fry up. The great problsm about writing about it is
that I™9idn't go so it will have to be herecey, so please forgive me if my
-Pacts ars not quits right.

Before starting off Margerei slipped iatc the River, the first time in her
many years of Rangering tha® such a thins has naopencd (it's love you know, it
does terrible ihings teo a person). (\*1 ths Ly dewa the wind was blowing a
mighty gale upstream sc they had “o m- zzainzt the elements and on the way
up the strean was against them 50 1‘..1:‘__. t111 kel toc fight against the elements,
still Rangers are a geame lote

N They very nearly recruitzd a loeng halred beauty but tien realised it was
a youth after their grub,

From all awcunts (cne to be precise) tu,j’ had a most cnjoyzble time, but
then they are all such exsellent cooks, as the beys all 1me'v as they so often
call upon there services.

At spproximately 2300 Lz, ived back at H.Q. where fianceés, lovers,
husbends etc. etc. eagerly evaited thei:

HILARY
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SENTIORS 166

The most noteworthy thing to occur
this year ia the Seniors is the un-
fortunate change of plans regaraln“
Summé¥” Cailp.  This'.was to have been
held in France, but, owing to lack of
certainty of transport, this has been
postfioned £ill next’ ye&r, wh11”t tﬂls"
Suwimér Gé@n iz in Duteshire. ‘

Whitsun Camp was somcwhat revolutionary
insonuch as there was a contbination of
Scouts'and Rangers. One fibrejlass gig
was tevicd dowm ‘to Chatham with the Sen=
iors on board. If was to have been’
sailed back, and in fact we set off,
only to breal: the centreboard after
aboutia mile]'so‘ve”ha’ to turn bacl:.

The camp-itself was very enjoyable,
with guided tours’ here, ‘there, and

“verYUI“fe, swinuidg and sailing, even a dance one mni ht.” The weather was
imwaculate, producin’ sunburn as well as a really jood flnd for sailing

fnother evening was 5punu at a folk-singing concert, which“was very
enjoyable. The pres.encc of a Naafi insteac of the usual nrovidore at
canp was very much ‘apoieciated, especially by the Sea RQan,ers; who were
able to et a frece pair of stocliings by buyian; ten cans of Coke.

“he membership of the Seniorsc is increasing: it is now twelve. This
rmeans. mere interesting wectings should lead to nore enterpriviny veatures
at omuner Camp.’ iock-climbing has been rezumed, with training at larr-’
ison's iocks near Tunbricdge :ells. In general, physical {itnesc is beiny
“nr“a51uec as Canp will inclucde activities orjanised to pain such hacges
as :liouhtaiw-Climber, Venturer, Hiker, dnd Senior Ixplorer. iy

JOHN LOHAS-CLARKE




LEATDSR ROUND--UP :
In the District Swimming Gala, Cn “hursday, 20th July, Sandling
desuite sonec confusion over the was lifted from her reztin_, place in
results at the time, the Pack tied the bac.. garlen to be put in the
Io: 2nd place with the 3rd's, the river. To get her onto the low-
iroop ained 2nd place, and the loader, she had to be lifited nearly
Seniors tied for ‘st place with the two feet clear of the ground, low-
srd's, Well done the four Seniove ered onto a trolley, and winched oz.
who were therel This took all the morning. <he was
On Sunday, 17th July, the Scniors }i:ted.l? by crane jusi.pelowiinge-
andé Rangers put cn a display of B, BPAARR,y A0S Like Ay sﬁl‘_?cuk
rosework and fancy lanyard maling ecting boat tlat hes becn try for
nine months she let in water -

at Thames Young lariners' open day
at Ham Lase. Quite 2 lot of inter=
¢st was shovmn in this, and, anyway,
it's one way to get the gig rlg;lng
overhaulec! '

To those who have been wondering
where the 20 fi wocden ;ips have

been for the past few months, they
have been carning uc money oir loan
to a film company. ‘e hope that
they will be rcleased besfore the
film,.

Talking of boats, we are cwaiting
delivery of tifo new Gft fibreglacs
dinzhies from Dawncraft. These

are being bought so that the young -
gr Scouts will have somecthing a )
Lit more their own size te handle.

Wili this cut dowr the repair bLill?

sallous of it - lile & tan: with
the aid of some willing
she mana ed to 1i 8.6l to Z.Q.,
ancd zhe will be ncved te Ham

very sooll.

o p
bass

It iz reported that Bruno has
once norc peen trying to reduce the
apumber in the Troop - despite the
fidvance Party Report! They wvere

changin;, targets for a shuotln con=-

teut at tenmbley. Un;o;uunntcly,
there were no casualties!

anreast
not

Much as wve enjoy leeping
of current news, nlease do
S

end any more newspaper. osntry into
0. 1 Loathouse has almost becone
a rocl. climbing fest, and I hear
that i% is to be romoved in Septenve

A

I,
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DATES ¥Cit YUUR DIARY

August Sth/20th Troop Swuiler Caup at Warsash.
auvgust20th/Sept 3rd Senior Troop Zxpedition - Isle of Arran
Septenber 8th First Pacl mecting after the Sumer break at 6.30 p.r.
Parentz mecetin; at Headquarters = 0.15 n.n.
September 23rd Social evening at the Tudor Hall. All are welcome
at 7.45 p.m.
Jctober 1st/2nd National Sea Scout Regatta.
ovember 19th Group Bazaar at the Tudor Hall, This is an advance

warning o” onc of our main fund raisers. 50
please can we rely on seein; you there?

OUR TAST WISHES

. esssto Stuart and liarzaret for their marriage on September 17th,

.....t0 Bob Dodge on his engagement. I'm afraid we don't !mow the nawme of
hic fiancece, but if he washes up as well as he mends boats, she'll be
alright!

) * *® * B * * B ::: ®

SKIPPER'S SCRAVL (cont. frem page 3)

We can legitimetel; claim that ‘Leanders’ have always been in the van of
prosress in Scouting, and I have no fear that we shall coantinue to do so
under the changed coanditions. As most of our readers lnow, plans for
greatly improved Headgquariesrs were drawn up sone years ago, out any work in
this dircction is heli up pending developments in Albany Parlk Dload by the
Local Authority. It had also been decided to replace "Sandling' by a vessel
suitablc for more extendcd cruising by those members of the Group who will
in future be lnoun as Venture Scouts. Unfortunately, the Credit Squeeze has
prevented the sale of “Sandling’, and therefore the purchasc of a replace-
ment lLias been poctponed.




